
AP Modern European History  

Course Overview: 

The objective of the course is to increase students’ understanding and appreciation for European 
history while helping each student succeed on the AP European History Exam in May. The course is 
divided into two semesters: (1st semester) the Later Middle Ages through the French Revolution, (2nd 
semester) and the Industrial Revolution to the present. Areas of concentration include historical, 
political, and economic history coupled with an intense study of cultural and intellectual institutions and 
their development.  As with all quality history courses, these areas are studied from a variety of 
perspectives with the hope of providing a balanced, and therefore more accurate, view of history.  

This course is taught at the college level.  The major difference between a regular high school history 
course and a college-level history course is the greater amount of reading depth and focus that is found 
in the college-level course.  Moreover, the AP curriculum demands higher order thinking skills within a 
rigorous academic context. In addition to comprehending, memorizing, and applying facts; students are 
frequently required to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate primary and secondary historical sources. 

Homework: 

Students will have homework assignments each week. It is essential that students complete the 
reading in a timely way.  

Quizzes: 

There will be quizzes approximately once a week.  They will cover the reading and work assigned 
to be completed both in and outside of class. 

Tests:  

There will be a comprehensive test at the end of each unit. The test will include multiple choice 
and free-response questions (FRQs).  

AP Test: 

 When:  May 8th  

 Where:  Westmoor 

What:  A three hour and 15 minute exam consisting of… 

55 Multiple Choice Questions (40% of Total Exam Score) 

 4 Short Answer Questions  (20% of Total Exam Score) 

 1 Document Based Question (D.B.Q.) (25% of Total Exam Score) 

 1 Long Essay Question (L.R.Q.) (15% of Total Exam Score) 

We will begin afterschool preparation sessions in February.  You will get course credit here at 
Westmoor for passing this class. Your score on the A.P. exam may be used by various universities 
to determine the amount of college credit you will receive.  You can do it!   



 

 

 

Course Outline 

Units:  Time Periods and Key Concepts 

Unit 1: c. 1450 to c. 1648  
 
1.  The world of European intellectuals shifted from one based on 
ecclesiastical and classical authority to one based on inquiry and 
observation of the natural world. 
 
2.  Religious pluralism challenged the concept of a unified Europe 
 
3.  The struggle for sovereignty within and among states resulted in 
varying degrees of political centralization. 
 
4.  Europeans explored and settled overseas territories, encountering 
and interacting with indigenous populations. 
 
5.  European society and the experiences of everyday life were 
increasingly shaped by commercial and agricultural capitalism, 
notwithstanding the persistence of medieval social and economic 
structures. 
 

   Unit 2: c. 1648 to c. 1815  
   

1. Different models of political sovereignty affected the relationship 
among states and between states and individuals. 

 
2. The expansion of European commerce accelerated the growth of a    

worldwide economic network. 
 

3. The popularization and dissemination of the Scientific Revolution 
and the application of its methods to political, social, and ethical 
issues led to an increased, although not unchallenged, emphasis on 
reason in European culture (the Enlightenment). 

 
4. The experiences of everyday life were shaped by demographic, 

environmental, medical, and technological changes. 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Unit 3: c. 1815 to c. 1914  

 
1.  The industrial Revolution spread from Great Britain to the 

continent, where the state played a greater role in promoting 
industry. 

 
2. The experiences of everyday life were shaped by industrialization, 

depending on the level of industrial development in a particular 
location. 

 
3. The problems of industrialization provoked a range of ideological, 

governmental, and collective responses. 
 

4. European states struggled to maintain international stability in an 
age of nationalism and revolutions.  

 
5. A variety of motives and methods led to the intensification of 

European global control and increased tensions among the Great 
Powers. 

 
6. European ideas and culture expressed a tension between objectivity 

and scientific realism on one hand, and subjectivity and individual 
expression on the other. 

 
   Unit 4: c. 1914 to the Present 
 

1.    The stresses of economic collapse and total war engendered 
internal conflicts within European states and created conflicting 
conceptions of the relationship between the individual and the state, as 
demonstrated in the ideological battle between liberal democracy, 
communism and fascism. 

2.    Total war and political instability in the first half of the 20th century 
gave way to a polarized state order during the Cold War and eventually 
to efforts at transnational union.  

3.    During the 20th century, diverse intellectual and cultural movements 
questioned the existence of objective knowledge, the ability of reason 
to arrive at truth, and the role of religion in determining moral 
standards. 

4.    Demographic changes, economic growth , total war, disruptions of 
traditional social patterns, and competing definitions of freedom and 
justice altered the experiences of everyday life. 

 

 


